
DIARY

-rt

The Old Un's diary
All the news that motters. And some that doesn't

Military campaign
Retired RAF Wing Com-
mander [ohn Crowley is
calling for victims of Britains
frozen pensions policy to
manifest their despair by
retuming their service medals
to the Queen.

As previously reported in
The Oldie, the frozen pensions
policy penalises Britons who
retire to over roo proscribed
countries, including most
Commonwealth nations.
They dont receive the annual
pension increase or other
special allowances. Currently
about 54o,ooo Britons are
aflected. They include very
elde y Bitish ex-service
men and women who are
trying to survive on pensions
that have not been increased
since tley retired 15 or more

years ago, and their situation
has been made worse by the
falling exchange rate. Wg Cdr
Crowley hopes that thousands
of medals will be returned
and handed over to a repre-
sentative ofthe Queen at a
ceremony in London.

Crowley hopes that
thousonds of medals
will be returned
He stresses that his proposal
has been made'more in
sorow than in angel and has
oflered to contribute his own
medals, which include the Air
Force Cross for gallantry and
the Queens Commendation
for Bravery.

Intemational Consor-
tium of British Pensioners
Chairman, Tony Bockman,

has asked frozen pensioners
to comment on the wing
commander's proposal (email
tony.bockman@primus.ca).

Meanwhile, Crowley
has conscripted one ofhis
sons-in-law a retired ad-
miral, to the campaign, and
they have both been invited
to meet the Australia-based
Vice-President of the British
Australian Pensioners Asso-
ciation, fames Nelson. Nelson
commented: 'l shall feel very
outranked with an admiral
andawingco- lwasonly
in the RAF for the compulsory
two years and reached the
exalted lank ofsAc lsenior

Going with Grace
Oldie reader Barbara Hopkins
writes to tell us of a family
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friend who attended the
funeral of an elderly lady who
had been a lifelong fan of
Gracie Fields.

The deceased had re-
quested that Gracie's song
'Sally' was played at the
committal part of the crema-
torium service as her final
song, and the beautiful ballad
was duly played. However the
person in charge ofproceed-
ings failed to pause the CD
and the nert song began to
play. As the curtains closed
around the coffin Gracie
began a much cheerier
number; 'Wish Me Luck As
You Wave Me Goodbye'...
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'Around here we believe thot lauEhter isthe best medicine'
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